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(s accordance with the instructions we received, our eim has been to render tne 
“Preachers Homiletical Commentary” available as a Pulpit Encyclopedia. The 
task as to size was somewhat formidable, and in several reapects presented special 
diffsulties. The work to be dealt with consisted of twenty-six volumes, with 
total of no less than 11,913 pages, each volume being oftentimes written by several 
authors, upon widely different methods and in very varied styles. 

Moreover, indexes to the separate volumes were not in all cases made, and when 
in existence, were upon no uniform principle and not prepared with the same aim 
as that of the present undertaking. But perhaps the real crux was how to index 
sitles of a thoroughly homiletical type, when the whole point in these titles 
tepended upon the passage from which they were deduced. As the work pro 
seded, a few guiding principles had to be adopted, and we now briefly name 
zome of them, as they may possibly assist in the use of the Index. 

A mean—we trust a happy one—has been adopted between meagreness on 
the one hand and repletion on the other. 

The desire has been to index every really useful thought for Pulpit or Plat 
form purpose, under all the words from which it would be likely to be sought 
oy persons of differently constituted minds, or searching for information with 
lifferent aims. In order not to defeat our object of aftording real help for ready 
reference purposes, we avoided indexing every illustration or stray note or what 
had evidently only a passing interest. 

Every main fact, every cardinal doctrine, every moral duty, every philosophical 
thought, every anecdote or telling illustration has been, we believe, faithfully 
aoted and accurately indicated. There are about 3440 references to Main Topics 
in the volume, and under such words as God and Sin, there are no less than 257 
and 160 distinct Sub-headings respectively ; while the tetal number of the latter 
amount to over 18,000. 

The titles, too, had frequenuy in regard to the headings of the sermonie 
sketches to be reduced in size, and reset, in order to make them fit into an index 
which would be readily available and free from confusion. 

Again, too, in every single instance we have endeavoured that the main 
headings with all their sub-headings, should so read in the Tndex as to convey 
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a distinct and definite meaning. In some few cases, however, ths headings of the 
writers were so peculiar that it was impossible either to make them read smoothly 
or even convey a very definite idea apart from their context. 

To avoid a needless multiplication of headings, the titles do not always read 
in the same way. Thus the article, pronoun, or small word commaed off at the 
end of a line may be read with and before either the sub-heading or the main 
neading. We give ar example which will readily illustrate our meaning, and 
also make it easy to enter into the spirit of the Index:— 


Ohris= — 


Red Heifer an Analogue of the, Th 
Exessls as the Servant of God, Our 


The Red Heifer an Analogue of the Christ. 
Christ our Example as the Servant of God. 


We may here mention that no little time and thought have been expended 
with a view to making the headings symmetrical and uniform, so that the 
arrangement might be analytical and suggestive. 

Special efforts, also, have been made, both by the Publisher and Printers, that 
the Typographical Arrangement should be as perfect as possible, and thus render 
the use of the Index a pleasant and not a painful exercise. The introduction 
of Clarendon Type for leading words and the adoption of a separate and unbroken 
column for the references to the volumes are special features made in the interest 
of the reader. 

By following out these and similar principles of a scientific character, the 
work of making the Index has been less of a drudgery to ourselves than other- 
wise it would have been; and we trust the Index thus prepared will be helpful 
and welcome to those who use it. May such constantly find it a clue to the 
homiletical wealth which would otherwise be hopelessly hid in some five hundred 
quires of paper, and in a huge bibliothecal forest of nearly ten millions of words 
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